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Introduction and Index 

As a prelude to Child Okeford’s celebrations of Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee in June 2022 a series 
of articles were printed in the village magazine, “The Hill”, looking back at previous royal celebrations in 
the village. 

Space prevented in depth commentaries and restricted content with regard to photographs of the events, 

programmes and memorabilia.  This booklet seeks to expand upon those basic articles drawing on the 

records collected by the Child Okeford Archive and researching the British Newspaper Archive, the village 

vestry and parish council records, previously published village histories and back copies of “The Hill”. 

The index details the royal events which have occurred since 1887 being the first such record we have found 

to date of the village’s involvement of such occasions. All events are listed and, while we are unable to find 
a record of the village’s celebrations for them all, a page is included in the hope suitable material will 
surface after further research. 

Monarch Year Event Page 

Queen Victoria 1887 Golden Jubilee 2 

 1897 Diamond Jubilee  6 

King Edward VII 1902 Coronation 8 

King George V 1911 Coronation 10 

 1935 Silver Jubilee 12 

King George VI 1937 Coronation 14 

Queen Elizabeth II 1953 Coronation 18 

 1977 Silver Jubilee 24 

 2002 Golden Jubilee 36 

 2012 Diamond Jubilee 56 

 2013 60th Anniversary of the Coronation 64 

 2022 Platinum Jubilee 72 

 

David Pope 

July 2022 

© Child Okeford Archive 
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Child Okeford Royal Celebrations 

 

Queen Victoria 

Golden Jubilee 

1887 

 



 

3 

 

Queen Victoria's Golden Jubilee 1887 as recorded in “Child Okeford: A Parish Panorama” 

written in May 1969 by Richard Taylor (Rector 1950 – 1966)  

The original documents, written by Rev. J. Brymer, are held at the Dorset History Centre 

 

To celebrate Queen Victoria's Jubilee, a new 

peal of six bells was cast by the Whitechapel 

Foundry to replace the earlier set, including 

the one with “God bless the King Charles” 

inscribed on it. The villagers celebrated the 

Jubilee at a cost of £65.6s.6d to the parish in 

typical village style. Events were organised 

by the Rector and six members of a 

Committee. 

 

The proceedings began with a short service in 

the Parish Church at 1 o'clock. Headed by the 

Yeomanry Band, the Procession marched 

from the church to a field in the occupation 

of William Woolfrey. Men and women were 

then admitted to the dinner, which was in a 

tent in the field, by ticket (pink coloured).  

 

The dinner was at 1.40 and the numbers 

present were approximately 300. Every 

person was required to bring their own Glass, 

Plate, Knife and Fork. The dinner consisted 

of cold joints, hot potatoes, and hot plum 

puddings, beer and ginger beer. 

 

At 3.30 all the children of the Parish were admitted to tea by ticket (white coloured). Each child was required 

to bring a Cup. The tea was placed in tea pots with milk and sugar so that the children could help themselves 

and there was a plentiful supply of cake and bread and butter. The number approximately was four hundred.  

 

Subsequently races and other sports took place and the Band played for those who wished to dance. The 

Committee provided tea and cake during the evening in the tent for everyone, but they would not allow any 

beer to be sold in the field, nor were any vendors of nuts allowed to enter. 

 

A charge of 6d per head was made for non-parishioners which included tea, and the sum of £4.7s.0d. was 

taken at the gates. Every man, woman and child in Child Okeford were 'franked' in every possible way on 

this festive occasion. 

The Tent cost £5. Band £10. Cake £6.8s.0d. Bread £2.10s.5d. Hall and Woodhouse for Beer and Ginger Beer 

£4.12s.0d. W. Woolfrey £1.10.0d. for "use of field" and "cooking potatoes" and the Rectory servants, for 

their labours, 4s.6d. 

 

Courtesy of Dorset History Centre 
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Blandford Weekly News 28th May 1887 

The Jubilee 

On Tuesday this village was en fete it being the day of rejoicing in honour of Her Majesty’s jubilee. At an 
early hour the villagers were astir, and great preparations were made for the day’s festivities, which 
consisted of a splendid public dinner and tea, athletic sports, fireworks and old English games. The Queens 

Own Dorset Yeomanry Band was present and proved as usual an immense attraction. Everyone appeared to 

enjoy themselves. A short service was held in the parish church, the Rev. J. Brymer, Rector, officiating, and 

speaking of the interesting and happy occasion on which they had assembled, “God Save the Queen” was 
heartily sung by the whole of the congregation. 

The company numbering nearly 500, then proceeded to the field, and in a short time, the first class viands 

which had been prepared, consisting of beef and plum pudding, were disposed of. At the conclusion of the 

repast, the Rev. J. G. Brymer proposed that they should send a telegram to Her Most Gracious Majesty the 

Queen, as follows:- “The inhabitants of Child Okeford and Hanford in Jubilee assembled, humbly offer 
congratulations, and devoutly pray that for many years you may have a happy reign”. This was received with 
enthusiastic cheers. A few toasts followed, and the company adjourned to the open to enjoy the excellent 

music of the band. At half past three the tent was again filled with women and children, and a most joyous 

party partook of a first class tea, 

At five o’clock athletic sports commenced, the Rev. J. G. Brymer acting as starter, and most of the 
committee assisting. Some first class prizes were competed for, and the sports enjoyed till dusk, when the 

strains of the National Anthem warned all present of the conclusion of the first public Jubilee celebrations in 

Dorset. 

 

 

 

                                                              

The new Jubilee Peal* was dedicated by 

the Bishop of Salisbury on 11th May 

1888, to celebrate Queen Victoria’s 
Jubilee. 

* In this context “peal” means a set of 
bells. 
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The following entry appears on Page 81 of "The Church Book of Dorset", item 11 

 

 

  

 

II    Okeford Childe (S. Nicholas). 

 

Six bells. Tenor-Diam., ;note E; weight 17cwt.2qt.4lb. 

 

1,2,3,4  Mears & Stainbank Whitechapel Foundry London  

   Laus Deo  Victoria R.  1837-1887 

 

5  Mears & Stainbank Whitechapel Foundry London  

   Laus Deo       

                                     

6  Mears & Stainbank Whitechapel Foundry London      

   Laus Deo 

 

                                    Jubilee Peal 1887.    

                                     J.G.Brymer Rector        

   H.S.Bower,  J.M.Rossiter, Churchwardens 

.        

These  six  bells set  up  by  the  people  of   Childe Okeford 1887 

 

The old bells, three in number, bore the following inscriptions:- 

1 John Baldwin Churchwarden Robert Wells Aldbourne fecit 1783 (or 8) 

2 J.Baldwin, Churchwarden. R.Wells Aldbourne fecit 1783 (or 8) 

3 God bless the King Charls 1648 I E.  W M.  T P.  

 

This bell (3) was broken apparently by intention, but (from information  

received on the spot in 1852) not long before that date.  The reversion  

of those letters which are underlined is notable, and probably intentional,  

the inscription being dangerous at that epoch.  
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Child Okeford Royal Celebrations 

 

Queen Victoria 

Diamond Jubilee 

1897 
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Despite extensive searching in the material available, there is, to date, no record of Child Okeford’s 
participation in the Jubilee celebrations. 

 

The Western Gazette dated Friday June 25, 1897, records a comprehensive summary of celebration events 

around the county including: 

 Durweston and Bryanstone: Permanent Memorial (Church Clock), Tea and Sports 

Also Viscount Portman gave beef to every house in the parishes 

 Hamoon: Jubilee medals to all school children 

 

 Shroton: Tea, Sports and a Beacon on Hambledon Hill 

 

 Shillingstone: Tea, Sports, Fireworks, Bonfire and each child received a coronation mug and 

handkerchief 

 

 Stourpaine: Dinner, Tea, Sports and a Beacon on Hod Hill 

 

 Sturminster Newton: Procession, Sports, Fireworks and a Bonfire 

 

Sadly, neither Child Okeford nor Hanford are mentioned anywhere that we can find 
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Child Okeford Royal Celebrations 

 

King Edward VII 

Coronation 

1902 
As with the Jubilee celebrations in 1897 we are unable to find any information regarding Child Okeford or 

Hanford’s particpation in this event. We are, however able to read about: 

 Durweston & Bryanstone:  

The school children assembled at the school at 1.30 and each was given a medal before marching 

through the village headed by the Durweston and Stourpaine Brass Band. The children were 

entertained by clowns before the first half of a programme of sports. At 4.30 over 500 people sat 

down for tea after which more sports for adults and children.  A firework display started at 9pm 

 Shroton: 

At 10.30 a parade headed by the Stourpaine Brass Band marched to the church for a service after 

which the school children received a coronation mug. At 1 o’clock a dinner was provided of which 
141 partook. After dinner, sports were held  followed by a tea attended by 300 people. At dusk a 

firework display took place and at 10 o’clock a large bonfire was “lighted on Hambledon Hill” 

 

 Shillingstone: Tea and Sports were held followed by dancing to the Tarrant Monkton Brass Band 

 

 Sturminster Newton:  

A morning church service was followed by a pocession during which time 3 trees were planted.  

Lunch was followed by sports and afternoon tea and in the evening a bonfire was set alight 
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Child Okeford Royal Celebrations 

 

King George V  

Coronation 

1911 
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Parish Council Minutes March 29th, 1911 

Coronation Festival 

A long discussion took place as to the way in which the Coronation Day should be observed. 

Mr David Moore suggested as a permanent memorial a lamp should be erected at the entrance to the 

churchyard and would be a most suitable and beneficial memorial*. 

Mr J H Fudge proposed a Tea for the village children and lamps for the lighting of the village. 

Mr Joyce wished a Tea for the whole of the women and children. 

Mr Quick thought the men should also join. 

The Rector, Rev C H S Bower, Mr H Tuffin, Mr R J Turner, Mr R Holdway and others spoke on the subject. 

It was eventually decided to engage the Child Okeford Band; that the clubs should form a procession; and 

attend a service at the parish church; that a dinner should be provided; and that each man should pay one 

shilling and a free Tea be given to the women and children of the parish. Sports were also suggested should 

funds permit. 

A committee was appointed to consider the plan consisting of the parish councillors H S Bower Esq, Mr F G 

Baverstock, J J Hall, A J Harris, F C Paeraid (?), Eli Goddard, , D Moore, R Holdway, J H Fudge, with Rev 

C H S Bower, N J Newbould(?) Esq, Mr E H Woolfrey, R J Turner, E H Hutchings and Mr A Quick.  

*At the time of writing we have been unable to ascertain if this did, in fact, happen 

 

 

Item from “A Short History of the Church” by Chris Giles, 1998  revised David Pope, 2008 

On the ground floor, inside the Tower, and below the large carved wood memorial to William Pope Baldwin 

Goodridge, is a piece of metal sheet (lead) with wood surround.  The lower rectangular part commemorates 

the “beautifying” of the Chancel. Its completion, under the care of Rev Canon Charles Bower, marked the 

Coronation of King George V.  It reads: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

THE CHANCEL WALLS WERE LINED WITH 

MARBLE IN 1912.  THIS COMPLETED THE  

RESTORATION OF THE CHURCH BEGUN 

IN 1879 INCLUDING A PEAL OF BELLS AT 

A TOTAL COST OF £6000  
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Child Okeford Royal Celebrations 

 

King George V 

Silver Jubilee 

1935 
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Western Gazette 10th May 1935 

A united service in the morning commenced Child Okeford’s celebration. The service was conducted by the 

Rev. Canon Bower (rector) who gave an address.  

In the afternoon children in fancy dress and with decorated bicycles lent colour to the procession to the Park 

kindly lent by Mr J. H. Glasbrook*. Here the costumes and bicycles were judged by Mrs. Glasbrook and 

Miss Bagnall and for two hours the children enjoyed a programme of sports. 

During an interval a Punch and Judy show amused children and adults, and the children were entertained to 

tea in a marquee in the Park. Prizes for the fancy dress were presented by Mrs. Glasbrook and each child 

received a Jubilee mug and a bar of Jubilee chocolate. 

Sports for adults followed and the Village Hall was packed for a happy and successful social evening. 

* Mr. Glasbrook owned The Manor 

(It is sad to reflect that Shroton’s celebrations were cancelled due to an outbreak of foot and mouth) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cup courtesy of David Pope, photographed by Kevin Pearce  
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Child Okeford Royal Celebrations 

 

King George VI 

Coronation 

1937 
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Western Gazette May 1937 

 

FANCY DRESS PROCESSION 

 

The Child Okeford branch, British Legion, Girl Guides, Child Okeford Slate Club, and members or the 

Oddfellows' Society took part in a parade to the Parish Church for a service conducted by Canon C. H. S. 

Bower (rector) in the morning.  

 

In the afternoon there was a fancy dress procession through the village headed by the Child Okeford Band, 

from the Avenue to the Manor House, where a field had been lent by Mr. J. H. L. Glasbrook. Here a 

programme of children’s sports was run off, and in a marquee the children were entertained to tea by the 

British Legion, Coronation mugs being presented to them by Mrs. Henry Bower.  

 

Tea was also given to the old folks, and there was a free running buffet for all. Sports for adults were 

followed by a broadcast of the King's speech, and community singing and dancing in the field. For a dance 

in the Village Hall, music was provided by the Rhythmists' Dance Band. 

 

Mr. J. Smith was hon. secretary of the Celebrations Committee, Canon Bower being chairman.  Mr. Bradley 

and Mr. H. Watts were in charge of the fancy dress parade, which was judged by Dr. and Mrs. Montgomery. 

Colonel Brander, Miss Bagnall, and Mrs. Henry Bower. Miss A. C. Moore and Mr. J. J. Hall arranged the 

sports, and the catering was in the hands of Mr. Smith, Miss Gillett, and a Committee of ladies. 
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Programme courtesy of Mrs. Sylvia Holdeman  
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Child Okeford Royal Celebrations 

 

Queen Elizabeth II 

Coronation 

1953 
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Parish Meeting November 12th, 1952 

A Parish Meeting was held in the Village Hall on the above date, Brigadier P G Yorke being in the Chair 

with 51 Parishioners present. 

Business Coronation -Year 1953 

The Chairman opened the meeting in saying that Her Majesty The Queen expressed a wish that festivities 

should be as simple and economical as possible. He said that the Parish arrangements should be limited to 

our own resources depending on what money was raised and that the Government had empowered Parish 

Councils to expend public money if desired, to a reasonable amount. 

The Parish Clerk read out the proposals for the celebrations of the Parish Council, as contained in the Parish 

Council Meeting of October 31st 1952 which were then open for discussion by this meeting. 

It was therefore agreed that :- 

 

(1) The celebrations would be held on the day of the Coronation. 

(2) The celebrations would include 

(a) A Church Service in the morning 

(b) Official opening of the Children’s corner of the Playing field 

(c) A Fancy dress procession through the Village 

(d) A Free tea for the children 

(e) A Presentation of Coronation mugs to the children 

(f) A Social evening for Parishioners 

(g) A Dance 

(h) The Children and Old People should see the actual representation of the Coronation at a convenient 

date. 

(3) This village cooperate with the Parish of Shroton to fire a bonfire on top of Hambledon Hill on   

Coronation night providing the owners would give permission and voluntary labour was available. 

(4) A Sports meeting would not be held. 

To the suggestions that a tea should be laid on for everyone, and that the tea for the Old People should be at 

a different time than for that of the children it was agreed that these arrangements would be dealt with by a 

committee and governed by the money raised. 
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It was unanimous that all Bodies and Clubs of the Parish should be represented on the Committee. 

1 Women’s Institute  Mrs Cousins 

2 British Legion Mr H J Gillies 

3 Playing Field Mr R B Hobley 

4 The Church Rev R M Taylor 

5 The School Miss E Airey 

6 Parish Council Mrs C Dixon 

7 Speedway Club Mr R B Hobley 

8 Cricket Club Mr H G Stockley 

9 Theatre Club Mrs A Kemp 

10 Men’s Slate Club Mr R Moore 

11  Women’s Slate Club Mrs E Gillingham 

12 Social Club Mrs O’ Kelly 

13 Young Farmers Union  [no entry recorded] 

14 Farmers Union Mr T Oliver 

15 Mothers Union Mrs A Goodwin 

16 Rural District Council Mr J H L Glasbrook 

17 Fontmell Parva Mr W R Litton 

18  Hanford Mrs A Sharp 

 

It was resolved that this Coronation Committee be empowered to:  

(1) Raise money for the celebrations 

(2) Organise and execute arrangements as theretofore agreed. 

A proposal that a collection be made at the end of the meeting was defeated. 

The Meeting closed 

   

Coronation Crown courtesy of David Pope  
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Millennium Book: Child Okeford: A Dorset Village 

“Coronation, 1953 

The Coronation was the first major Royal event to be televised. Few people had television sets then, but 

some in the village did. "We were lucky enough to have one, so we asked all the people in the lane to come 

in and watch the ceremony with us and we all sat in rows on our chairs." Others listened to the ceremony, as 

one villager remembers, "on the wireless, and after that there was a Fancy Dress Parade in the afternoon in 

the Recreation Ground. I remember dressing up as Nelson and I got a book as a prize, but I think we all had 

a prize. The weather was dreadful. It rained all day."  

Another villager, who remembers bunting being put out across the High Street, joined in helping with the 

children's tea. "We made buns and cakes for the children's tea and all the children were given a mug."  

 

 

  

Beaker and Jug courtesy of David Pope 
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Extract from “Essays and Poems” produced to celebrate the Golden Jubilee in 2002 

CORONATION DAY MEMORIES: or Cows cannot wait! 

 

Bus journeys to and from school became more interesting in 1952/53, television had arrived In North Dorset, 

spotting the new H television aerials was the latest game. I was secretly hoping that, perhaps, one day I 

would come home from school and find that magic H fixed to a chimney on our home. In May 1953, a 

Tuesday I think, Dad always went to Sturminster Newton on Mondays for the market and on this occasion 

had paid a visit to Marsh's Electrical Shop, I arrived home to be greeted by my sister bursting with 

excitement, pointing to the chimney, television had arrived at the Ferns. 

 

We had to wait until after tea for the great switching on. The television set took ages to warm up but 

eventually there was Sylvia Peters announcing the evening's programme, a new world was about to be 

brought to us via this small screen. Television became more interesting in the next few weeks, a Coronation 

was being arranged for June 2nd and the whole country was given a day off in order to celebrate. 

 

June 2nd 1953. In order to watch the Coronation Dad got up even earlier, milked the cows, fed the pigs and 

Mum did her chores - feeding the hens and collecting the eggs. Breakfast was quickly eaten and sandwiches 

cut ready for lunchtime. Mum and Dad invited our Grandmother together with some neighbours to watch the 

day's proceedings. We all managed to squeeze into the sitting room and the BBC outside broadcast began.  

 

The day was wet but the pictures were fantastic, television cameras were everywhere showing people lining 

the streets; some were camping out all night (even children) in order to have a good view, the streets were 

beautifully decorated with great big silver arches over the road along the Mall. Soon the procession started, 

bands playing, soldiers, sailors, airmen in their best uniforms, either marching or lining the streets, this all 

looked very impressive. People began to cheer and wave their flags, heralding the carriages which were 

beginning to come into view with members of foreign and British royal families followed, eventually, by the 

gold state coach. People cheered Queen Elizabeth.  

 

The television cameras switched to the interior of Westminster Abbey and the very recognisable hushed 

voice of Richard Dimbleby gave us a well-informed commentary of all that was taking place during the long 

service. Eventually we watched the Queen taking her vows and finally the crowning of the new Queen, 

Elizabeth 2nd 

 

During the day coffee, sandwiches and cake were handed round and we still continued to watch the 

ceremony and then the procession back to Buckingham Palace, there was so much to see but Dad had his 

milking to do and from time to time he would come from the milking stalls to catch a glimpse of the next 

stage of the day's events. Cows do not wait for anyone, not even the Queen! 

 

Christine Downer 
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Child Okeford Royal Celebrations 

 

Queen Elizabeth II 

Silver Jubilee 

1977 
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Silver Jubilee Celebrations 1977: Extracts from “The Hill” 

May 1977 

CELEBRATIONS ON TUESDAY JUNE 7th 1977 

 

10.00 am:   Judging of Gardens organised by C. O. Gardening Club     

1.45 pm:  Parade assembles at the Cross, (Fancy Dress entries from organisations and individuals are 

being coordinated by Mrs Housley). The Parade will be led by the Jubilee Princess, Miss 

Elaine Clarke     

2.15 pm: Judging of Fancy Dress at the Recreation Ground by Mrs H. Corbett 

2. 30 - 5.00: Family Games at the Recreation Ground (organised by Mr Andrew Chick and members of the 

Sports Club)   

3.00 pm: Presentation of Jubilee Crowns to all children in Childe Okeford, Manston and Hammoon by 

Harry Corbett, with Sooty and Sweep.   There will be teas available in the Marquee during the 

afternoon (organised by the W.I.) and a Bar will be open from 2.00 pm 

9.00 pm:    Celebration Dance in the Marquee or the Recreation Ground (organised by Mrs V.Harbour).   

The programme will include Country and Modern dancing 

From 9,00 pm:   Bar-B-Que.   Refreshments will be available throughout, and the Bar will remain open 

throughout the evening  

10.15 approx: Bonfire -a celebration bonfire will be lit on Hambledon Hill to mark the occasion    

Special Programmes with tokens printed on them will be distributed to Village residents.   

The tokens will be used to "pay" for refreshments in the afternoon and evening, and entrance to the Dance, 

but cannot be used to provide drinks from the Bar. 

 

We should like to record our gratitude to the Village Clubs and Societies for the magnificent way in which 

they have been raising funds to pay for the celebrations.   It is hoped that as many as possible will join in and 

enjoy themselves on June 7th. 

 

C.G.G., Chairman, Celebrations Committee 
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Silver Jubilee Celebrations 1977: Extracts from “The Hill” 

July 1977 

As the Church bells rang, the Village was there to watch the Jubilee Princess, Elaine Clarke, drive from the 

Cross to the Recreation Ground.   With her attendants, Julie Green, Claire Bolton and twins Katherine and 

Melanie Giles, she led a 75 strong procession in fancy dress.   Mrs J.Housley assisted by Mr and Mrs Stock 

organised this impressive start to the day. 

 

The Hon Mrs David James was kind enough to open the celebrations.   In her remarks she mentioned that 17 

village organisations and many individuals had helped prepare for the day and had raised the funds (under 

the guiding hand of Mr Ben McCartney).   This had allowed villagers to enjoy a free day of celebrations. 

 

Mrs Harry Corbett left Sooty for a while to judge the Fancy Dress Parade.   First prize went to Mark and 

Gary Pitman.    After the Vote of Thanks from the Rector, the Rev R.York, the Chairman of the Parish 

Council, Mr B. Kemp, started the first of the afternoon's games and races.   Mr Andrew Chick and the Sports 

Club laid on a full programme for all ages.   This included a wheel barrow race round the village, won by Mr 

D. Parsons and Mr A.Jackson. 

 

Sooty, assisted by Mr and Mrs Corbett, presented Jubilee Crowns to every child on the village register. This 

had been prepared by Mr R.Trethewy, Secretary to the Jubilee Celebrations Committee. 

 

Tom Mennard, as Master of Ceremonies, kept everything under cheerful control.   The Women's Institute 

served some 600 afternoon teas in the marquee.   Mrs Baker undertook liaison work with the Celebration 

Committee, Mr R.Harthan presented the Jubilee Gardens Competition prizes; first prize went to Mr 

Mogeridge for a truly magnificent display.    Mr and Mrs R. Pride supervised the Wellington Boot Throwing 

competition.   First prize was a young pig kindly donated by Mr Ingram Spencer.   It was won by Mr R. 

Crane. 

 

The evening Celebration Dance, organised by Mrs V.Harbour, was a full family occasion.   Over 450 

crowded into the marquee to enjoy the Dave Gibson Band's music.   So popular were they that the crowd 

persuaded them to do encores before being allowed to go.   The bar and bar-be-cue food, organised by Mr 

Ron Stringer, were a sellout.    

 

Mr Richards and his team crowned the evening's festivities with the Bonfire, flaming torches to light the fire 

were lit at the Recreation Ground by Mr William Courage.    They were carried by Ken Tuffin and Martin 

Stringer to the top of Hambledon Hill in 8 minutes!   The fire still glowed as we made our way home after a 

day full of enjoyment; a day to remember. 

 

The Chairman of the Jubilee Celebration Committee was Mr C. G. Giles. 
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     Tokens     Jubilee Crown courtesy of David Pope 

  

 
Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers 

 
From this Tower on Monday 6th June 1977 a Quarter Peal of Doubles 

 
(Reverse Canterbury, Plain Bob and Grandsire) was rung in honour of  

HM the Queen’s Silver Jubilee 
by 
 

      Treble M.Way   4 M.J.Hart-Duke 
     2  R.Julius  5 K.Woodward 
     cond.3 M.Godley  Tenor C.Pike 
 

God Save the Queen 
E II R 

 

 

 



 

29 

 

 

 

 



 

30 
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Silver Jubilee Celebrations 1977: Extracts from “The Hill” 

August1977 

The Treasurer, Mr G. Richards, presented the draft accounts of the Celebration Fund at a public meeting 

held on Wednesday 22nd June.   The final expenditure will be within a few pounds of the original estimate 

of £800.     

The following suggestions were made for using the surplus money in the Fund.    There is approximately 

£200.    

(1) A Record Book of the Jubilee Celebrations in the village.    

(2) A quality portrait of H. M. The Queen for the Village Hall.    

(3) Adventure Playground equipment for the Recreation Ground.     

(4) Trees for the Village.    

(5) Scarlet or Golden Oak for the centre of the Village - possibly set between new seats.    

(6) A new seat for outside the Village Hall.    

(7) Some item to be discussed for the new school.    

(8) A donation to a Third World charity.    

(9) A 'Village Portrait" - a collection of archives, documents, pictures, interviews etc- to record the village as 

it is now.   

(10) A new notice board for the use of any village organisation (similar to the one recently put up for the 

Parish Council, but rather larger).     

(11) A donation to start the fund for a new sports pavilion.     

(12) A public convenience near the centre of the village. 

Since the meeting, a strong objection has been voiced regarding any more trees in the village centre.    Also, 

a further suggestion had been made for a flag pole and Union Flag to be put up at the Village Hall.    Since 

most of these ideas need permission to implement, these permissions, in principle, need to be sought before 

decisions are made.   (There is not enough money for everything to be done.)   Each item will be costed 

before the Committee makes its final recommendations.    If anyone wishes to add further ideas, will they 

please contact Mr Giles. 

 

C. G.G. 
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Silver Jubilee Income and Expenditure 

 
INCOME 

 
Special Events 
March 9th Coffee Morning Wives Group 16-45  
 17th Cheese & Wine Garden Club 60-20  
 19th Sponsored Silence Mrs J Brown 106-26  
 19th Whist Drives (3) Mrs Merifield/Mrs Goddard 28-00  
 25th Coffee Morning Playgroup 13-49  
April 16th Coffee Morning Mrs Shepherd 32-50  
 19th Coffee Morning WI 54-26  
 22nd Dance Mrs Whitelock/Mrs Harring 34-08  
 30th Church Concert  21-00  
May 7th Auction Sports Club/British Legion 202-11  
 18th Jumble Sale Guides/Brownies 48-02  
 21st Coffee Morning Garden Club 30-60 646-97 
      
Donations 
PTA 
Manston Jubilee Committee 

 150-00  
 15-00  

Various  79-95 244-95 
    
Grand Jubilee Draw   89-35 
    
Miscellaneous    
Bottle in "Saxon"  4-23  
Sale of spare Jubilee Crowns  4-00  
WI Teas & Refreshments  9-16  
Admission to Dance  19-00 36-39 
    
 Total Income  1017-66 
    
 

EXPENDITURE 
 

Jubilee Crowns 67-50  
Presentation Cases 67-98  
Hire of Marquee 113-40  
Printing 57-14  
Ice Cream 50-00  
Bar - B - Que 115-00  
Teas & Refreshments 58-05  
Prizes 73-20  
Mementoes - Jubilee Princess / Attendants 14-55  
Flowers - Presentations 13-00  
Insurance 25-20  
Gratuities 2-00  
Material for Scroll 3-12  
Band 82-52  
Decoration Material 25-54  
Hire of Village Hall 16-00  
Wheelbarrows 5-00  
PA System 15-00  

Total Expenditure  804-20 
   

Surplus  213-46 
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Silver Jubilee Celebrations 1977: Extracts from “The Hill” 

Apr 1979 

SILVER JUBILEE TREE PLANTING & SERVICE AT ST NICHOLAS SCHOOL 

 

The Silver Jubilee Committee gave to the school (out of excess funds they collected) a clock for the school 

assembly hall and. a tree for the grounds (a red oak).   On 16th March the oak duly arrived and before the 

official planting a service was held, in the school.   The children sang songs and read their own prayers, and 

with the hymns the whole event was geared to Creation and Nature.   During the service a plaque for the 

clock was presented together with a scroll of all children receiving the Jubilee Crown, the scroll was 

beautifully printed by Mr Trethewy, and a book of photographs taken on the Jubilee Day was also presented.   

After the service we all ventured out into the cold for the planting of the tree; this was done by Timothy 

Roper and Alaina Russell with the help of Clare Boulton.   Everyone enjoyed a very happy afternoon. 
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Silver Jubilee Celebrations 1977: Extracts from “The Hill” 

June 1979 

 

VILLAGE NOTICE BOARD 

 

There is to be a Public Presentation of a Notice Board to the village, bought from the small surplus left with 

the Jubilee Celebrations Committee, by the committee.   It is available for the use of all organisations in the 

village for notices of forthcoming events/meetings. There is enough room for 20 Posters/Notices, Size A4 

(11 ¾  x  8 ½  ),   The Notice Board is located on the outside wall of Curtis's Stores, in line with planning 

consent from the North Dorset District Council.   Keys will be held by the Clerk to the Parish Council, Mr 

H. V. Moore, 41 Homefield, and Mr & Mrs Curtis at their stores.   Notices for display may be given to the 

Key Holders.   To avoid traffic congestion the public presentation will be on Sunday, 10th June 1979 at 11.30 

a.m. 
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Child Okeford Royal Celebrations 

Queen Elizabeth II 

Golden Jubilee 

2002 
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Specially commissioned, limited edition mugs were awarded to the winners of various 

competitions and the medals awarded to the first three in each sporting competition with 

gold, silver and bronze ribbons as appropriate. Both items courtesy of David Pope 

  

 

Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers 

St Nicholas Church, Child Okeford 

Sunday June 2nd 2002 

1272 St Nicholas Minimus, in 50 mins 

 

 1 Suzanne D. Lloyd  4 Michael D. Marshall 

 2 Cyril W. White   5 Michael Powell 

 3 Sir Barry Wilson  6 Roger H. Billington 

 

Conducted by Cyril W. White 

( 5 and 6 covering ) 

   Rung to celebrate the Golden Jubilee 

     of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11 

God Save The Queen 
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Golden Jubilee Commemorative medals given to all children in the village 

                     

Golden Jubilee Commemorative Medal 

 

All items courtesy of David Pope 
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"The Hill", July 2002 

 

The Jubilee Celebrations 

 

This village started the preparations well in advance, the first meeting was on 22nd August 2001, when the 

Parish Council invited representatives from all the village clubs and societies, together with general 

members of the public, to meet to consider the Golden Jubilee. A co-ordinating Committee was formed 

under the Chairmanship of Sir Barry Wilson.  A broad outline of events was agreed. As with the Silver 

Jubilee, it was planned that the celebrations in June 2002 would be free to the village. The first step was to 

set about raising the necessary funds and the Village Hall Committee agreed to provide 6 Saturdays free of 

charge for such events. However, this was a much more ambitious concept than 1977 and the fund raising 

events took on a life of their own.  

 

The Jumble Sale arranged by the Parish Council on 6th January was so well organised, with expert advice 

from Gordon Adam, that fund raising got off to an excellent start. The Cheese & Wine evening on January 

25th, saw the weather typically bad, but the company very good; the Community Centre Committee know 

their wines! A much more successful evening than some feared as the rain poured down at tea time. 

Policemen are a jolly lot and very good singers to boot! The Police Choir Concert on February 9th was a sell 

out and Barry Curtis will definitely be asked to invite them to come again. A rich mixture of familiar songs 

and ballads proved most popular. I have never seen Shakespeare ‘Reduced’ before, (2nd March) and never 

had so much fun with the Bard. Quite hilarious – something better experienced than described. 

Congratulations to the COVES team for this wonderful evening. The 16th of March saw the ‘Posh Dinner’ 
organised by the Village Hall Committee, which could easily have sold out again, so many people had to be 

disappointed. Beautifully laid out tables and good food (and wine) made for a real quality evening. A rather 

different event followed on March 20th with the Quiz Show with a difference – the questions all related to a 

splendid set of transparencies from Graheme Downer. Some were easy, others fiendishly difficult. 

Unfamiliar views of, mostly, familiar places. These were an excellent challenge to the teams from most of 

our local villages. On April 25th we were transported to ‘Riding Across the Roof of the World’ – a horse trek 

in NE Pakistan through the Karakoram Mountains. This was a fascinating illustrated talk by Carol 

Grazebrook - a brave and adventurous lady. The Golden Jubilee Fund shared the proceeds with St Nicholas 

School, thanks to the generosity of the School Governors. By May the weather should have improved and it 

should have been warm and dry. Nevertheless, the powder was kept dry and the aim was straight – past the 

flying clay pigeons – but sometimes blasting them to smithereens. The Clay Pigeon Shoot, courtesy of Robin 

Litton, was greatly enjoyed and a good insight into this special sport. That same afternoon (May 4th) a 

gentler side of life was celebrated in the Village Hall with oboe music from Rowena Carmichael and poetry 

from the Rector, Rev’d Philip Rahilly, delicious cakes and conserves for sale and afternoon teas. This Spring 

Jubilee was organised by the WI and friends. In the corner a potter turned his wheel and children had a go at 

bringing the turning clay into submission.  

 

Then to the main Golden Jubilee celebrations of Saturday 1st June. These started with the Darts and Pool 

competitions at The Baker Arms – which were strongly contested. Mid-morning on Saturday brought the 

Tennis Tournament to the courts at Child Okeford Manor and Hambledon Lodge, with the Finals at The 

Manor. In the Village Hall were gathered the results of the earlier challenges to the village, organised by 

Christine Downer, for imaginative writing, poetry, photography, art, wine making, together with a wonderful 
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display of Jubilee and Coronation memorabilia. Special Jubilee Mugs made in the village were the First 

Prizes in each category, presented by Dick and Rene Cuthbertson to each winner. In a short report, there is 

no room to do justice to the quality of the entries, but the standard was very high. Dominating the Village 

Hall was the old Union Arms Friendly Society Banner. The Union Arms pub was in Station Road, and the 

Friendly Society dated from the 1860s. The large Oil-on-silk banner was on loan from the Dorchester 

Museum, where it is kept for safety.  

 

Sunday the 2nd of June started with a Quarter Peal, St Nicholas Minimus, rung by Tower members and 

friends under Tower Captain Cyril White. This was followed by the Golden Jubilee Service of 

Thanksgiving, Intercession and Commitment in church, led by Rev’d Ewen Pinsent; the Church was almost 
full to capacity (160 adults and 16 children). In the afternoon Sarah Muffett presented a display of old parish 

records, borrowed from the Dorset County Records Office. The whole church was decked with 

predominantly gold flowers for the Golden Jubilee Flower Festival, which continued into the following 

week, and was organised by Sue Clayton and Daphne Lagerberg. At The Saxon Inn a Cribbage competition 

was in full swing during the evening. 

 

Monday 3rd June saw an attempt to take a ‘Village Photo’ at the Cross; despite the rain, which stopped just in 
time, a good crowd of villagers came to join in and have a large group photograph taken – from the upstairs 

window of the Baker Arms, thanks to the kindness of Norman and Maureen Mills. Many people then went to 

the Recreation Ground for Picnic lunches, which then led on to the Sports activities: Croquet, Badminton, 

Table Tennis, Football, Races for all age groups: Skipping, Egg & Spoon, Fun Run, serious Hambledon Hill 

run, and Clock Golf. The winners of the first three places in each event were presented with specially made 

medals or rosettes. Michael Salisbury organised these events superbly, and kept it all really fun, as well as 

playing in the Football match. 

 

In between the races the children were presented with special Jubilee Medals by Mrs Cecily Fletcher, Mrs Vi 

Tuffin and Miss Jo Watts, senior members of the village. On display was the first part of the photographic 

record in an album of some 400 images taken at most of the events over the six months of activity. This 

mammoth task may end up with nearly 700 prints – sorted and organised by David Pope. The WI provided 

afternoon teas and cakes – much enjoyed by all; some tucked in very heartily. The evening saw a splendid 

BarBQue, organised by Vanessa Dawson and the village Events Committee (COVES) which was very well 

supported, despite the cold wind; so well supported that we ran out of beefburgers and even of beer. In the 

Marquee, Colin Walters and his band ‘Generation Gap’, entertained everyone with dance music. To cap it 
all, a beacon was lit to mark the beginning of the end of the weekend festivities and to join in with the 

national beacon lighting across the country. Dancing went on to midnight. 

 

But not all was over – the following weekend, on Sunday 9th June, we saw 10 Open Gardens, thanks to the 

persuasiveness of Pat Vlasto, and all the extra work of the intrepid gardeners. The weather had hardly 

helped, but the sun broke through just in time for those brave souls who went to admire and see how it 

should be done. Inspiring. The weather nearly defeated the Garden Party at Millbrook House, but the sun 

came out and a good time was had by residents and visitors alike.  

 

Down on the Recreation Ground, Mike Marshall, his nephew and great nephew had set up the 1/3 scale 

steam railway – the original full size locomotive, a 0-4-0+0-4-0 Garatt, was built in Belgium under licence 

from Beyer-Peacock of Manchester. The full size original, the first Garatt in Africa, ran on the Mayumbe 
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railway in the ‘Belgian Congo’. (1911) Mike has built this wonderful locomotive over the last 15 years. 
Weighing nearly a ton, it was a challenge to bring it to the field and get it on the rails. With 3 carriages he 

was able to take up to 12 people at a time for rides. (It could pull up to 12 tons!!) 

 

Particular thanks to Sir Barry Wilson, David Pope, Caty Fuglesang for their leadership, inspiration and hard 

work, and to all the Co-ordinating Committee, and to so many others who contributed to this successful 

celebration. The fundraising events and the Jubilee weekend brought many of us together, and was the result 

of hard work and generous support. It has been a time to remember. 

Chris Giles 

 

 

Village Photographs taken by Chris Giles 
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Fund Raising 

      
Jumble Sale, Village Hall         Dorset Police Choir, St Nicholas Church 

 

 
Cheese and Wine, Community Centre 



 

49 

 

 
         Screen Teasers, Village Hall 

 
         Reduced Shakespeare, Village Hall 

 
Formal Dinner, Village Hall 
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Afternoon Tea Party, Millbrook House 

 
          Clay Pigeon Shoot, Fontmell Parva 

 
                                                              Executive Committee 
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Flower Festival 

 

Distribution of the Golden Jubilee medals by 

Jo Watts, Vi Tuffin, Cecily Fletcher 
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On your marks…. 

 
          ………. Get set……. 

 
          ………..GO!  
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Children’s Ribbon Dance 

 
         Chairman of the Organising Committee, Sir Barry Wilson, lighting the beacon 

 
        And the beat goes on, thanks to The Generation Gap 
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The Golden Jubilee Memorial 

Surplus money was available from the highly successful fund raising activities to consider a permanent 

memorial. 

Options, as follows, were put to vote by the villagers: 

 Village Signs: either small ones at the 4 main entrances to the village or 1 large one near the centre 

 A bench at Gold Hill 

 Entrance to the Recreation Ground 

 Village Tennis Court 

The overwhelming winner was “Village Tennis Court” and a project team set up. 
 

“The Hill”, March 2003 

Jubilee Memorial: 

1. Tennis Court: The Council wishes to thank Lady Tavener for all the valuable time and effort she has 

expended in researching a tennis court. She kindly attended the monthly meeting to discuss her findings, 

including possible siting in the recreation ground. Regretfully the Council had to advise that because of the 

sports pitches currently in use, the awaited extension to the Community Centre and the plans for the Pre-

School, it would not be a viable proposition. However, should another site be found, the present Council 

may be able to look at it favourably and possibly help with a grant. 
2. Recreation Ground Entrance: During discussion between the former Jubilee Committee and the Parish 

Council, it was suggested that, ideally, a memorial should be in place by the 50th Anniversary in June. To 

this end it was agreed to select the villagers' second choice, pillars to mark the entrance to the Recreation 

Ground. Quotes for the design are now being obtained. 

Parish Council Minutes July 2003 

Entrance to Recreation Ground: Estimate for £2,620 + vat was agreed.  Old bricks will be used. A vote of 

thanks was given to Mr B.Curtis for all his initial work in formulating the design for the entrance. 

             

Official Opening: Saturday, September 20th, 2003 by Mr & Mrs I. Ridout 



 

55 

 

 

 
  



 

56 

 

Child Okeford Royal Celebrations 

Queen Elizabeth II 

Diamond Jubilee 

2012 
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Extracts from “The Hill” 

February 

A meeting will be held in the Community Centre on Wednesday, March 7th, starting at 2.00pm to make 

arrangements for the weekend of June 2nd, 3rd and 4th. Everyone welcome. 

Sylvia Holdeman, 861055 

Saturday, February 11th, in Child Okeford Village Hall, 7.00pm for 7.30pm. 

The evening will start with a complimentary glass of sherry or a soft drink, followed by a three course meal, 

with a choice of Starter, Main and Pudding as follows. 

 

Starter. I. Dorset Pate with Melba Toast. 

2. Garlic and Stilton Mushrooms in a creamy sauce with Crusty Bread. 

3. Red Pepper and Tomato Soup with Crusty Bread. 

4. Fried Camembert with Cranberry Sauce. 

 

Main. 1. 8oz Rump Steak. 

2. Bavarian Chicken with Mushroom Sauce. 

3. Salmon Steak with a Creamy Dill Sauce. 

4. Mushroom Stroganoff and Rice. (All served with seasonal vegetables) 

 

Pudding. 1. Normandy Lattice Apple Tart. 

2. Profiteroles with Chocolate Sauce. 

3. Lime and Ginger Cheesecake. 

4. Fresh Fruit Salad. 

 

Loyal Toast Coffee. 

 

• Pat Soward will be Toast Master for the evening 

• Wine and Soft drinks can be purchased from the bar and there will be a raffle 

• The price of the evening will be £20.00 per person. Tickets can be purchased at the Cross Stores or 

Post Office 

• Menu choices need to be returned by Monday, February 6th, to Christine Downer. 41 Homefield, 

860767 or Sylvia Iloldeman, 16 Jacobs Ladder, 861055. 

 

April 

Rather than a street party, we will have a picnic on the Recreation Ground. Bring your own drinks - but in 

PLASTIC bottles or in cans. 

 

The money we have raised over the last year will be used to pay for Jubilee Medals to be presented to all 

children living in Child Okeford aged up to (and including) 15 years on June 2nd. If you have an eligible 

child, please tell the Parish Clerk. The day will be FREE to all living in the village. 

 

We will need more help on the day. The next planning meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 10th, in the 

community centre, starting at 7.00pm. If you have ideas, please come along. Everyone welcome. 

 

Please look on the notice boards and in next month's Hill for more news. 

Sylvia Holdeman  
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May 

At the Jubilee Celebrations on Saturday, June 2nd, a plaque will be unveiled commemorating the Queen 

Elizabeth II Playing Field award which is part of the National Jubilee Celebrations and gives legal protection 

to the field to remain a playing field forever. Given that it was thanks to the efforts of former councillor Jeff 

Booth that we were the first playing field in the country to receive this award, he will be asked to do the 

honours. 
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Village Photograph taken by Shaun Matthews 
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Mr James Gibson-Fleming, Jeff Booth, Mrs Sylvia Holdeman  
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 “The Hill” 

 

July 

 

I hope that you all enjoyed our picnic on the recreation ground on June 2nd. And thank you to everyone on 

the working group for all their hard work. Thank you also to everyone who donated prizes for the raffle and 

other attractions. I am not going to mention names as I might forget someone! 

 

But I must thank: 

Mr James Gibson-Flemming for unveiling our 'Queen Elizabeth II Playing Field Diamond Jubilee 

2012' plaque 

 

Sir Barry Wilson for presenting Diamond Jubilee Medals to the children of Child Okeford 

 

Mrs Sue Schwarz and Mrs Diane Bucknall for judging the Fancy Dress and Best Hat 

 

Mr Jeff Booth and Mr Martin Oliver for the fairground organ and 

 

Mr Shaun Matthews for taking the village photograph 

 

Please let me know if you would like copies of the village photograph and I will order them. 

 

Sylvia Holdeman 

 

Editorial Note.  Much to the relief of the organisers the weather was fine and the picnic well attended. Out of 

sight of most of those there, the children's entertainment went down well. Congratulations to the cooks for 

coping with the ravenous hoards and thank-you to Sylvia Holdeman for bringing it all together. 

 

 

 

Courtesy of David Pope 
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Child Okeford Royal Celebrations 

Queen Elizabeth II 

Coronation 60th 

Anniversary 

2013 
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Peter and Helen Turner, Landlord and Lady of The Saxon entering into the spirit  
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“The Hill” July 2013 

Royal Celebrations: 60th Anniversary of the Coronation 2013 

On Sunday 2nd June, in glorious sunshine, the village celebrated the 60th Anniversary of The Queen’s 
Coronation at the Recreation Ground and the highlight of the afternoon was a fun cricket match between The 

Baker Arms, captained by Gary Judd, and The Saxon Inn, captained by Merv Wareham.   

Each team comprised 5 men, 5 women and 5 youngsters with a maximum of 15 overs per team.  The Saxon 

batted first and made a modest 55 in their 15 overs.  The Baker struggled badly early on but their captain 

came to the rescue with a few lusty blows. The impartial umpires, Jerry Broadway and Greg Dawson, 

declared The Baker Arms the winners and Kristian Fuglesang presented them with the “Child Okeford 
Manor” cup and announced the cup would be played for annually by teams representing each village pub in 
a competition decided by the winning team.   

By way of some consolation, Linda Prior presented the landlord of The Saxon Inn, Peter Turner, with a 

bottle of champagne for the most interesting fancy dress (or in his case “frock”). 

Much else was also happening at the ground and our thanks to all those who helped: 

- The galloping gourmets, Greg Dawson, Mike Hudson and Geoff Sparrow, ably assisted by Anna 

Hudson, Gill Fuglesang and Laura Pope, cooked and served 300 beefburgers and 100 sausage baps.   

- Claire Sparrow served ice creams and soft drinks 

- Mary Giles sold 1000 tickets on the bottle tombola, raising £300 

- Vanessa Dawson, Joyce Langley and Bob Wyatt sold many raffle tickets 

- Roger Billington ran a much enjoyed “Golf Chipping” range 

- Dave and Daphne Matthews introduced many to the “intrigue” of bowls 

- Xandra Cotton and the PTA supervised the bouncy castle  

- Simon Janion ran a series of “Egg and Spoon” races 

- Phil Blake provided a wonderful and appropriate musical background to the cricket – never before 

was “Another one bites the dust” played so often as the wickets fell 
- Bob Handley kept score for the cricket 

- Roger Hull kept a photographic record of the day.  The pictures can be seen on the village web site at 

www.childokeford.org/pictures.php 

In addition to those mentioned our thanks to the cricketers, the suppliers, the donors and a special thank you 

to Tony and James Lewis for preparing the cricket pitch and providing the equipment. 

Finally – The Community Raffle raised £300 to go towards future village events and the Charity Raffle 

enabled us to donate £600 to each of Julia’s House and Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance.    The prize 
winners of the Charity Raffle were: 

- 1st Prize: 1 weeks accommodation in a French Gite: Joyce Langley 

- 2nd Prize: £100 cash, Richard Bright 

- 3rd Prize: Double Magnum Wine, Wendy Addley 

- 4th Prize: 2 Family Tickets to Adventure Wonderland, Bournemouth, Angela Hitch 

- 5th Prize: Magnum Wine, Tim Whitlock 

Thank you all so much for your support for these raffles and on the day.    Kristian Fugelesang 
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Child Okeford Royal Celebrations 

 

Queen Elizabeth II 

Platinum Jubilee 

2022 
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50p Commemorative Coin.    Courtesy of David Pope 
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“The Hill” July 2022 

Child Okeford came together to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with hundreds taking part in events 
over the four-day bank holiday weekend. We thank everyone for joining together despite the threat of rain to 

create a joyous and inclusive event.  

The celebration started on Thursday with bells ringing out over the village from Bob Crighton and the 

bellringers of St Nicholas Church. In the evening, we joined with Shroton to spark the largest beacon in 

Dorset accompanied by Ed Rimmer on bagpipes and Phil Blake sounding the official bugle call ‘Majesty’. 
As the flames rose, a choir formed especially for the occasion by Sammy Upton and Felicity Goodman for 

residents of Child Okeford and Shroton sang A Song for the Commonwealth, and Ellie Velazquez’s Samba 
band added a Latin rhythm. It is said that beacons from 14 points across Dorset blazed in the distance. We 

send a special thanks to Emma House in Shroton for inviting us and to the Ranston Estate on whose land the 

beacon and a barbecue were held.  

For Child Okeford residents who preferred not to climb the Hill, some of the choir performed A Song for the 

Commonwealth at the Cross, accompanied by John Goodman on piano and a livestream of the lighting of 

the beacon from the Hill. Desi and James Hutchings and the team at the Baker Arms kept everyone well-

hydrated staying open well past closing time. Keith Allen stood ready to marshal any passing cars. 

 Sammy and the choir were back in action on Friday entertaining some of our older residents at Millbrook 

House who sang along when the choir’s repertoire was extended into some favourite old tunes.  

On Sunday, we gathered at the Saxon Inn behind Andy’s tractor carrying the Queen (or a life-size picture 

supported by Richard Brace) for a procession to the Cross. The road was temporarily closed, and we thank 

all those motorists who patiently waited while the procession made its way. We also thank Kevin Chapman, 

Cary Knapton, Rainer Kretz, Mike Haworth, Gordon Grant and Ian for marshalling the route. Thank you to 

all those who decorated the village with flags and bunting, especially to Jackie Chapman and the ladies of 

the Child Okeford WI who made the bunting around the Cross. At the Cross Tony Ireland, performing the 

role of Town Crier with distinction and gusto, directed us into position while Tony Blake took the traditional 

village photo from the second story of the Baker Arms.  

Then onto the Recreation ground, where we enjoyed our picnics with Platinum Beer supplied by Sixpenny 

Brewery, pink prosecco and ice creams from the Cross Stores, courtesy of Andrew Stevenson-Hamilton. We 

feasted to the accompaniment of music from Sammy and Charles Upton, Guy Welch singing solo, and Phil 

Blake and the Blackmore Vale Brass Band. Brian Oakley brought some beautiful old gramophones and 

recordings of Queen Elizabeth II from 70 years ago, and David Pope showed us how Child Okeford has 

marked coronations and jubilees since Queen Victoria.  

The rec was suitably adorned by a team of helpers to set-up and clear-away, including Richard Brace, Liz 

Heath, Chris and Dave Keane, Chris Beaumont, Caroline Lattimer, Barbara Ireland, Jenny Kretz, Clive 

Ross, Dick Potts, Sara and Andrew Cross and Phil Cross, and Geoff Sparrow, whom we thank enormously.  

Last but not least our huge thanks go to the organisers who gave up their Tuesday evenings to plan the event 

(thanks also Neil at the Saxon for hosting) and for the huge amount of work and ideas they put into the days. 

Thank you, Michael Salisbury, Clare Brace, Tony Ireland, Xandra Cotton, Mark Heath and Sarah Salisbury. 

Photos and a digital album of the events are available. Please see www.childokeford.org for further details.  

Cllr Tim Cotton Child Okeford Parish Council 
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Village Photograph taken by Tony Blake 
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3 Oaks for 3 Okes (and the Queen) 

 Of course, we are all supposed to be thinking about planting more trees 

but further incentive was provided by the Queen’s Green Canopy 
initiative. This was created to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 
2022 and invites people across the United Kingdom to “Plant a Tree for 

the Jubilee”.  

The Hey Day committee were keen on the idea of planting some trees in 

Child Okeford and agreed to support this with funding. This was 

discussed with the parish council but a suitable site couldn’t be identified. 
After some difficulty I managed to locate the owner of the triangle of 

grass at the end of Haywards Lane just before the A357. This may not be 

in Child Okeford but it is currently an uninspiring area of grass at the 

entrance to both Shillingstone and Child Okeford.  

The owner is Andrew Langmead of Stock Gaylard and the organiser of The Oak Fair. He was enthusiastic 

about the idea of 3 oak trees to represent the 3 Okes: Okeford Fitzpaine, Shilling Okeford (alternative name 

for Shillingstone) and Child Okeford. Shillingstone Parish Council were also taken with the idea and have 

provided some funding towards it. Approval for the idea was obtained from the Dorset Council Highways 

Project Engineer and the Tree Team.  

With the help of Andrew and the Hey Day Committee 3 oak trees have now been planted and suitably 

fenced. Further improvement that might follow is a path to link the car park with the trailway to Okeford 

Fitzpaine but that requires more input from the Highways Authority. 

 Geoff Sparrow 

 


